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Think about the implications this has for communication.



Caregiver and 
Child 

Create the 
foundation 

for all 
relationships

Autonomous, 
confident and 

loving 
people.
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Child-Caregiver
Interactions

Family,
Community.

Culture

Biologically Based
Individual 
Differences

Functional Developmental 
Capacities

Focus and attention
Engaging and relating
Simple two-way gesturing
Complex problem solving
Creative use of ideas and symbols
Analytical/logical thinking
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Sensory 
Processing

Emotional 
Processing
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Optimal Arousal
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THE DESIRE TO RELATE THAT 
COMES FROM THE HEART!

Stanley Greenspan, Engaging Autism



Marilee Burgeson, San Diego County Office 
of Education, 2012

Display of many 
emotions

Display 
graded 
variation of 
emotion
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•AROUSAL
•MOVEMENT
• FACIAL EXPRESSION

BODY

•SHARING EMOTION
•SHARING MEANING

AFFECT
•CONNECTS WHAT IS 
HEARD TO WHAT IS 
IN MIND

•ASSOCIATES PRIOR 
EXPERIENCES

INTENTION
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When we ask a child with a language
disorder to produce forms out of sequence, 
we are asking them to do more  than
we would expect  for  a child who is  
typically developing. 

Gerber, Ricamato 2009
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Seven  Practices of Integrative Communication   
(Dan Siegal, Attachment Parenting)

Seven Integrative Speech Therapy Practices

1. Awareness: be mindful of your own feelings, 
bodily response and other nonverbal signals.

1. Observe: Be mindful of your own emotions as 
you observe the parent and child. Be present in 
the moment

2. Attunement: Allow your own state of mind to 
align with that of another.

2. Wait: Attune to the parent before coaching. 
Ask the parent where they would like to begin.

3.  Empathy: Open your mind to sense another’s 
experience and point of view.

3. Reflect: Support the parent in observing the 
child and wonder together about the child’s 
intention.

4.  Expression: Communicate your internal
responses with respect; make the internal 
external.

4.Identify, Understand and express Feelings: 
Reflect with the parent on how they feel, and 
wonder about how the child might be feeling.

5.  Joining: Share openly in the give and take of 
communication both verbally and nonverbally.

5. Follow: Follow the Child's lead to understand 
the child’s intent and respond contingently as you 
create a rhythmic back and forth flow and 
expand.

6. Clarification: Help make sense of the 
experience of another.

6.Clarify: Check in by reflecting the feeling of the 
parent and the child. 

7.  Sovereignty: Respect the dignity of 
separateness of each individual’s mind.

7.Boundaries: Respect the parent child 
relationship.
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Rady Children’s Hospital‐San Diego’s journey 
through the quality improvement process to 

changes in service delivery.
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From the Revised Training Guidelines and Personal Competencies for Infant‐Family 
and Early Childhood Mental Health.



From the Revised Training Guidelines and Personal Competencies for Infant‐Family 
and Early Childhood Mental Health.
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