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Connecting ACEs, 
Equity & Resilience
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Director, Center for Community Resilience

George Washington University 
September 24, 2021

What We Do
National Networks & 

Collaborative

Fostering Equity 
Tools 

& Resources

Public Health 3.0

Policy & Advocacy 
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A standardized  
process 

to reach a 
community-driven

solution.

SW OH & KY

DC-MD-VA

Dallas County, TX

MO & KS
Washington 
State

Oregon 
Cambridge, MA

Appalachian 
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6 Regional
Networks

9 Local Health
Departments
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Connecting systems & policies to 
community characteristics and 
population health outcomes.

What’s Equity Got to Do With It?

Measuring equity & community 
resilience by connecting access to 

supports and buffers to population 
health.

The context (community & family environment) play a key role in how an individual 
‘bounces back’ from adversity. 

Framing the Issue

Outcomes

Long-term effect on 
health

Systemic Drivers

Policy & Practice
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History Not Theory
• Understanding Root 

Causes

• Structural = Policy & 
Practice 

• Truth = Multiple 
Narratives not 1

• Reconciliation = Healing 
Racial Trauma &Fostering 
Will for Change

• Transformation= Building 
a Just & Equitable Nation

Understanding the Roots of Inequity & Trauma

Policy as an 
instrument of 

White 
supremacy

ensures
White 

supremacy 
as an outcome
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Systems Driven 
Community
Characteristics

Understanding the 
connections between 

outcomes in practice and 
outputs of systems. 

Inequity 
By 

Design

How does 
context 

influence 
outcome?

Equity Infographic SeriesEquity Infographic Series

Inequity in Housing PolicyInequity in Housing Policy

Burdens of Inequity

Economic Disparity

Chronic Disease

Burdens of Inequity

Economic Disparity

Chronic Disease

Download at go.gwu.edu/FosteringEquity

9

10



Keynote 1 - Friday – Sept 24, 2021
ECMH We Can’t Wait Conference

Dr. Wendy Ellis © 2021
6

Equity Infographic SeriesEquity Infographic Series
Inequity by DesignInequity by Design

A ‘two-tier’ system of public
education

Highly segregated by 
race & income

Produces inequitable outcomes

A ‘two-tier’ system of public
education

Highly segregated by 
race & income

Produces inequitable outcomes

Download at go.gwu.edu/FosteringEquity

Equity Infographic SeriesEquity Infographic Series
Using Local Data to Illustrate Inequity in

Policy & Community Outcomes 
Using Local Data to Illustrate Inequity in

Policy & Community Outcomes 

Burdens of Inequity

Disproportionate Contact & 
Incarceration

Higher Rates of Parental Incarceration
as an ACE

Higher Rates of 
Community Stress-Related Illnesses

Burdens of Inequity

Disproportionate Contact & 
Incarceration

Higher Rates of Parental Incarceration
as an ACE

Higher Rates of 
Community Stress-Related Illnesses

Download at go.gwu.edu/FosteringEquity
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Equity Infographic SeriesEquity Infographic Series
Inequity in Criminal Justice PolicyInequity in Criminal Justice Policy

Burdens of Inequity

Disproportionate Contact & 
Incarceration Rates

Parental Incarceration as an
Adverse Childhood Experience

Burdens of Inequity

Disproportionate Contact & 
Incarceration Rates

Parental Incarceration as an
Adverse Childhood Experience

Download at go.gwu.edu/FosteringEquity

Examining Power in 
Practice & Community 

Creating Shared Understanding through Power Sharing
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Centering 
Community

Comfortable vs. 
Uncomfortable

Reactive vs. 
Responsive 

Passive vs. 
Intentional

How are we showing up?

Status Quo
vs.

Centering Community

15

16



Keynote 1 - Friday – Sept 24, 2021
ECMH We Can’t Wait Conference

Dr. Wendy Ellis © 2021
9

Building 
Relationships 

& Trust

Elevating & Promoting 
Community Wisdom

Power 
Sharing

Seeking 
Community 
Narratives

Active 
Listening & 
Reflection

Centering 
Community

Humility

Center for Community Resilience (2021)
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